CHAPTER 19
“Today we are going on a exotic trip to India,” Mr. Dell began his slide presentation. “When
most people think of India they think of the famed Taj Mahal. The story is told how in 1607 a prince,
strolling through a bazaar, fell in love with a beautiful young girl selling silk and beads. The prince –
destined to become Shah Jahan of the Mughal empire – married his teenage love and they lived
'happily ever after' until her untimely death from childbirth. The magnificent Taj Mahal was built as a
final resting place for the much-loved Mumtaz Mahal (whose name meant 'Exalted One of the Palace').

blogs.calumet.purdue.edu/.../
“Thoughts of India conjure up all sorts of pictures. Some tourists feel no trip to India would be
complete without seeing an Indian snake charmer mesmerizing his cobra with flute music...

www.himalayantours.com/images/indian%20snake

“...While others must have plenty of time to meander through India's famous bazaars. There you
can find everything from food and spices, to clothing and flowers. Take a moment to let the riot of
color in this picture assail your eyes. Aren't the tones rich and vibrant?

2.bp.blogspot.com/.../s400/vizag+oct+06+097.jpg
“However, India is a difficult land to categorize since it is such a remarkable land of contrasts.
In its crowded cities you will find the fabulously wealthy and the incredibly poor. Check out this street
scene. It's a little foreign to us, isn't it? India's streets are bustling with rickshaws, people hawking their
wares and cars honking their horns every two to three seconds (whether anything is in the way of not!).

mumbai.thecityfix.com/.../

“After the chaos of the streets, the calm lobby of the Hotel Leela Kempinski in Mumbai seems
an oasis of peace to a tired tourist. It's pretty fancy, isn't it?

www.sacred-destinations.com/india/images/hotel-leela-kempinski-mumbai-interior-250.jpg
“In these next pictures we go from opulence to the slums of India's largest cities.

journals.worldnomads.com/.../post/5441.aspx
“Look at this next picture. Imagine living like this! These poor people sort through all that
smelly garbage just to find usable items that can be sold for a few paise. Such meager earnings are
often the difference between a simple evening meal or stomach-wrenching hunger. Unfortunately, most
of these children will live out their short lives on that very street with no hope of bettering themselves.

www.calcuttahope.org/.../04/india-slums1.jpg
“As you know Hindus consider cows as sacred and they are allowed to wander through the
streets leaving their 'cow patties' behind. Pedestrians walking down the street often are assaulted by an
ornery bovine or perhaps accosted by a bold one hoping for a hand out of hay or lettuce. Superstitious
Indians look for ways to gain merit with their gods and I guess the cows benefit because these ones
look quite well fed!”
“That is just plain gross!” exclaimed Emily
“I'm glad our cities have bylaws that keep the cattle out in the country and keep our street clean
and safe,” agreed Jeremy as others nodded in agreement.

http://ancaonuta.files.wordpress.com/2009/07/marcelas-birthday-026.jpg

“I think you will enjoy our story today originating from this interesting part of the world. Our
chapter is entitled...
*****************************************************

India and the St. Thomas Christians
In tracing the story of the Church of the East we must not forget the exotic and colorful country
of India. Truly, it is a land of extremes. Most tourists have mixed reactions to what they see
during their visit. They love the towering Himalayas of northern India, the beauty of its colonialstyle buildings, and the incredible experience of visiting markets brimming with exotic carvings,
colorful fabrics, pungent spices and intricate brass work. Yet they recoil from the filth and
stench of India's largest cities and the poverty of many of its citizens. North Americans are not
used to seeing city streets crowded with people who make their homes on the bustling
sidewalks. It is hard for visitors to accept that countless children will be born, live and die on the
streets and that most will seldom know what it is like to go to bed with a full stomach.
While tourists stay in luxurious hotels surrounded by private gardens, too many of India’s urban
population live on the sidewalk. It is common to see people cooking their food over a cow-patty
fire or using the gutter as a bathroom. It seems strange to North Americans to watch someone
getting a haircut by the side of the road or seeing a person sound asleep on the pavement
while hundreds of busy people go about their daily lives.
North Americans find it amusing to see a new Mercedes jostling for space on India's clogged
roads with a rickshaw or a wooden ox cart. Visitors, business people and others jostle for
sidewalk space with naked and filthy children playing “chase” with each other. While tourists
and India’s upper caste dine in immaculate restaurants, the homeless scrounge through
garbage bins for something to nourish them through the long night to come.
People often question why India's standard of living is so far below that of North America and
Europe. Perhaps part of the answer lies within their respective religions. The Pilgrim's JudeoChristian roots gave the founders of the New World a work ethic that built a stable nation with a
growing economy. The “Golden Rule” gave them a basis for living peacefully and honestly with
their neighbors. Their lives were ordered by such Scriptures as: “For thou shalt eat the labour
of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee” (Psalm 128:2), or “Let him
that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is
good, that he may have to give to him that needeth” (Ephesians 4:28).
Christians worship one God – the Creator of the universe. They view God as someone who
loves them and wants to save them from sin, sorrow and death. They love Jesus for coming
from heaven to die on the cross in their place. They are grateful for the Bible promises that
assure them that God can change their sinful natures to reflect the love of Christ. They look to
God for power to overcome temptation and sin in their lives. Rather than living in fear of their
sinful past or dreading an uncertain future, Christians have hope for a better life - both here in
this world and in a newly created earth when Jesus comes again.
Hindus, on the other hand, live in fear of a multitude of cruel gods. They try to appease their
deities by following carefully prescribed rituals, giving approved offering and burning incense.
Hinduism teaches its followers to look “within” themselves for peace. Their gurus teach them,
“We’ve all got a ‘Christ’ within ourselves…that means we have the mind of God.”

*******************************************************
Mr. Dell paused and looked at his class. “This is perhaps a good place to stop and talk a little bit
about the New Age movement. There have been huge changes in North America since this book was
written. Today the New Age is sweeping through North America and Europe with its idealistic talk of
love, harmony, sympathy, human potential, community and evolving to a higher state of consciousness.
While all of that talk sounds wonderful, what most people do not realize is that many of these words
have a totally different meaning to a New Ager than to a Christian. Most of the misery, laziness, filth
and poverty that are synonymous with India can be directly traced to the teachings of Hinduism.
“Satan has been hiding the true nature of Hinduism. Caryl Matrisciana, in her book God’s of the
New Age, tells about growing up in superstitious, caste-bound India. The dramatic extremes seen
between luxury and poverty only served to callous her heart and reinforce her supposed superiority.
Caryl experimented with the New Age Movement for some time before the Lord delivered her from the
dangerous choices she had made. Caryl now exposes the master mind responsible for the cruelty and
pain found in India today.”
Picking up another book, Mr. Dell continued, “Here is another fascinating book, Deceived by
the New Age, written by Will Baron that you might want to read. Will Baron used to be a New Age
priest. A demon using the name 'Jesus' ordered him to pretend to become a Christian. His job was to
introduce his Christian friends to New Age meditation, channeling and other occultic practices. His
book is an account of how the Lord set him free from Satan’s counterfeit religion and gave him peace,
victory and salvation through Jesus.”
“Hey, we have that book at home,” Aaron interrupted. “And we have some interviews that The
Quiet Hour did a long time ago with Will Baron. I could bring the DVD to class tomorrow if anyone
would like to borrow it.”
“Thanks, Aaron. I'm sure we would enjoy seeing that – especially since I don't think you can
purchase that interview anymore,” nodded Mr. Dell.
“Now, another way Satan draws people into the New Age is through the physical fitness
movement,” Mr. Dell explained. “Yoga is widely accepted as a way of strengthening physical
flexibility and finding inner peace. Many people believe they can do yoga without being influenced by
its religious aspects, but Hindus boast that there is no yoga without Hinduism and no Hinduism without
yoga. The goal of yoga (which means 'to yoke') is to unite man to Brahman – the chief god of India.”
Cory raised her hand. “I remember my Mom reading on the Internet about a study done in a
Norwegian prison. They made all the inmates practice yoga every day so they would be less angry and
combative. But guess what? Things really backfired! The report said that the prison had to stop the
yoga classes because many of the inmates became even more aggressive. Some of the men also had
trouble sleeping and couldn't think very well.”
“Very interesting,” commented Mr. Dell. “That's how Satan operates, isn't it? He convinced Eve
that she would be happier and wiser if she disobeyed God. And he is still trying to convince us of that
today. Twenty years ago we seldom heard about yoga, astrology, reflexology, hypnosis, martial arts,
meditation, self-realization etc. Today, New Age concepts are vigorously promoted in public schools,
through Hollywood, in books and sometimes even in our churches! And just like the results in the
Norwegian prison, our society just keeps getting more aggressive, suicidal and apathetic.
“Although Satan is a clever salesmen, even a superficial glimpse at life in India should convince
us that Hinduism will not make our lives more happy, productive or useful. Perhaps I should show you
a few of the major gods of Hinduism,” Mr. Dell projected a picture onto the screen.

“I'm sure you will recognize this as Ganesh – the elephant/man god. Believers are told that
meditating on Ganesha creates inner balance.

“Did you know that there is a Hindu Trinity? Brahma – a four-headed God who is the creator...

“...Vishnu, the preserver...

“...and Shiva – the destroyer.

http://www.sanatansociety.org/hindu_gods_and_goddesses.htm
“Shiva is the god of the yogis.” Mr. Dell continued.
“Who are they?” questioned Jeremy.
“Yogis are Hindu holy men. You usually see them dressed in saffron colored robes, their bodies
smeared with ashes and wearing a special string of rosary bead called a Rudraksha mala. I have a book
written by a man whose father was a yogi. Death of a Guru chronicles how from childhood Rabi
Maharaj was groomed to become a Brahman priest like his father. Rabi tell how he never really knew
his father because for most of his life his father didn't speak to or acknowledge either him or his
mother. Rabi's father spent his entire day meditating or reading Hindu scripture. Thankfully, God
touched Rabi's life and ended the darkness and fear he experienced trying to appease both the gods and
the Hindu leaders. I will place his book on the bookshelf for those who would like to read it.
“But we must keep moving along,” Mr. Dell picked up his book. “Did you know that the
Church of the East had a strong presence in India?”

***********************************************
The early Apostles knew they were carrying a life-changing message to those in darkness and
superstition. Tradition tells us that after Pentecost, it was the apostle Thomas who was
assigned to take the message to what was then called Parthia. The same truths changing lives
in Rome, the British Isles and elsewhere were also being carried to the populous country of
elephants, spices, exotic woods and the mighty Ganges.
People are often surprised to learn that Thomas found many Jews living in India. Long before
the birth of Jesus Jews had emigrated to India where they built thriving communities and
synagogues in the larger centers. The Aramaic language was widely used in the East – all the
way from Jerusalem to Seleucia and even into India. A common language made it easy to
preach and write to large numbers of people and undoubtedly contributed to the rapid spread
of the gospel.
It is believed that Thomas first worked along the Malabar Coast of India with the Jewish
community at Cranganor. He preached and taught in the synagogue and converted many Jews
to the gospel of Jesus Christ. After Thomas established the church in Cranganor he journeyed
through many of the remote areas of India preaching with great success and establishing many
churches. The Brahmins were very angry at the success of this new religion. They created
controversies among the people and incited them to attack and stone Thomas. Finally one of
the Hindu priests put a lance through the apostle and he died a martyr in AD 72.
For the next several hundred years numerous Christians moved to India. Some fled
persecution in Persia, while others arrived from European countries hoping to escape
oppressive laws. Those early Christians brought with them their skills as mechanics,
merchants, artisans and preachers. Such skills ensured financial security and their precious
copies of the Scriptures ensured that the St. Thomas Christians would remain a strong and
vibrant spiritual community.
The king of Malabar welcomed the Christians and gave them many privileges. There even
seems to be evidence that some of them were made part of the nobility. As you might imagine,
the gospel spread rapidly in such a sheltered environment and was warmly received by the
common people. An important traveler from Florence, Italy, named Marignolli wrote around
1290 that the Indian Christians were the masters of the steelyards and in charge of the spices
of southern India.
Secular history confirms how large the Church of the East was in India. The famous explorer
Marco Polo wrote in 1295 about the island of Socotra in the Indian Ocean, “Their religion is
Christianity, and they are duly baptized, and are under the government, as well temporal as
spiritual, of an archbishop, who is not in subjection to the pope of Rome, but to a patriarch who
resides in the city of Bagdad, by whom he is appointed. Or sometimes he is elected by the
people themselves, and their choice is confirmed” (Truth Triumphant 310). Another explorer,
Nicolo de Conti, said in 1440 that most of the people of Socotrine were Nestorian Christians.
Education formed an important part in the success of India’s evangelism. Dedicated teachers,
in well-run training centers, prepared the young people to be strong workers for Christ.
Thorough preparation kept them free from the influences of paganism which surrounded them.
Many young people joined the “Lord’s army” that took the gospel to China, Japan, Ceylon, and
beyond.
However, it would be wrong to believe that there was no resistance to Christianity. When the
dominant religions of India, Buddhism and Hinduism, saw the widespread appeal of this new

religion they became troubled. In AD 600 Hindu leaders began to take action. They introduced
into their religion a god who could compete with the story of a loving Jesus who came to this
world in human flesh. They gave their counterfeit messiah a name that was similar to Christ.
They even invented stories for their new god which were similar to events from Jesus’ life and
teachings.
Hindu literature recounts the story of the supreme god, Vishnu, coming to earth in human flesh
and using the name of Krishna. Stories and poems were written glorifying the accomplishment
of Lord Krishna who loved humanity and shared in their joys and sorrows. Then they came up
with a fake birth date for their new god - a date hundreds of years before Jesus’ birth. Since
such legends were supposedly written hundreds of years before Christ’s birth Hindus accused
Christians of fabricating the story of Jesus.
For many years such charges brought discredit to missionaries as they taught about Jesus
Christ. Scholars puzzled over the similarities between Krishna and Christ but it wasn’t until
1825 that John Bentley, an Englishman, was able to prove the deception of the Brahman
priests. He solved the mystery by asking the Brahmans for Krishna’s horoscope. They assured
Bentley that Krishna was born at midnight on March 25 and they gave him the exact positions
of the sun, the moon and the five planets. John Bentley was brilliant in both mathematics and
astronomy. By careful calculations, he showed that the earliest date on which Krishna could
have been born was August 7, AD 600!
Due to their diligent study of Scripture, the St. Thomas Christians kept a pure religion - free of
many of the heresies to be found in the Western Church. Pomp and ceremony did not impress
the true converts to the Church of the East, nor did the rites that were practiced in Buddhism or
Hinduism.
When the Portuguese arrived in India in 1500, they found well-organized colleges and
theological seminaries run by spiritual leaders who had great influence with the Indian princes
and chiefs. Royal decrees written on copperplates called “charters” gave power, privileges and
honor to the Christian communities in India. Because of the rulers' protection, the light of Jesus
Christ was prominent for over fifteen hundred years in that populated area of Asia.
But all of that was to change when the Roman Catholic Portuguese landed in India. When
they arrived they brought with them the rites and ceremonies of Rome. The St. Thomas
Christians watched in horror as the Roman Christians paraded around an image of the Virgin
Mary. They adamantly refused to be identified with the Church of Rome or accept the pope's
supremacy over their church. They said, “We are Christians, not idolaters.” They refused to
accept the Roman dogmas of transubstantiation and purgatory; they would not confess to a
priest, and they allowed their ministers to marry. But Satan was busy. He wanted the centuries
of Biblical light to be extinguished so that the darkness of heathenism could again rule in India.
The struggle for India was beginning.

***********************************************
“Who would have guessed that India had such a long history of Christianity?” commented
Ashley. “They are pretty pagan now.”
“So much truth has disappeared,” agreed Mr. Dell. “That's why I wanted to share this book with
you. We can take pride in our Christian-Protestant roots and our faith is strengthened as we see how
God has protected His church through the centuries.
“Oh, and before I forget, here is your map of India. I'm sorry I forgot to hand it out at the
beginning of class. We'll be using it tomorrow.”

Just then the bell rang. “I guess that's all the time we have,” Mr. Dell said as he dismissed the
class.
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