Chapter 22
“What do you think of when you hear the word Japan?” Mr. Dell asked as he prepared for his
introductory picture show.
“Sushi,” “Kamikaze pilots,” “Judo,” “Kimonos,” various voice contributed from around the
classroom.
“All of the above,” Mr. Dell agreed. “The vibrant country of Japan contains a treasure chest of
exotic adventures for a foreign traveler. Sumo wrestling (one of Japan's oldest martial arts) may be high
on one person's 'bucket list' while others look forward to hiking up fabled mountains to view an
unforgettable oriental sunrise. Garden enthusiasts treasure a meandering stroll through a calm Japanese
garden when the cherry blossoms are in full bloom and most people can't wait to eat authentic Japanese
food at an upscale restaurant. Regardless of personal preferences, Japan offers an unique oriental
experience for everyone.
“When we think of Japanese women, most of us think of fine features, grace and politeness. Am
I right to think that you young ladies would enjoy seeing some pictures of Japan's beautiful women and
their exquisite traditional kimonos?” Mr. Dell smiled as he projected the next pictures.

http://i128.photobucket.com/albums/p198/Shinobi_022/kimono/kimono0073.jpg

http://hubpages.com/hub/kimonos
“As you may know, Japan is famous for its elaborate tea ceremony. Such a precise ceremony
takes years to perfect. Starting as early as junior high school students join 'tea clubs' to learn the art of
the tea ritual. You may wonder what could possibly take so long to learn,” Mr. Dell posed the question
as several heads nodded, “but a truly perfect tea ceremony demands a knowledge and skill of
calligraphy, flower arranging, cooking and baking (with a flair for food presentation), interior
decorating and of course the grace to serve the tea flawlessly while dressed in a traditional kimono.

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_4930vkTIFLs/SDu8Z5uGttI/AAAAAAAAAB0/CCk8zsQaS2s/s400/japanes
e+tea2.jpg

“If I had to pick my favorite Japanese export, I'm afraid it wouldn't be my Honda Accord or
Sony digital camera – it would have to be the Japanese garden design. A stroll though a Japaneseinspired landscape provides a quiet retreat from the noise and stresses of life. For those of you who
love gardens, here are some excellent examples of Japanese beauty and serenity to enjoy:

http://lcbsbonsai.org/Fort%20worth%20japanese%20gardens.JPG

http://farm4.static.flickr.com/3065/2597167355_814bf2f417.jpg

“A traditional Japanese gardens contain the three elements of water, rock, and plants, but there
are also amazing gardens such as this one that rely on sand and rocks to help you to imagine mountain
streams.

http://www.calfinder.com/assets/images/blog/japanese-garden.jpg
“Most people do not think of Japan as having an early Christian influence,” Mr. Dell
commented as he switched to a new thought. “Yet, there is an interesting book written by a man named
Ken Joseph, who was born and raised in Japan by missionary parents. It’s called, Japan, The Nation of
the Cross. He tells of conversations his father had with a Japanese newspaper editor while sailing to
Japan in the 1950s. To his father's surprise the editor began to tell how over 1,400 years ago Nestorian
Christians brought the gospel to Japan. That conversation started a fifty-year search for evidence of
early Christianity in Japan.”
Mr. Dell proceeded to recount highlights from the research Ken Joseph did. “The author
believes that the influential Hata family originally moved from Turkestan, traveling through China and
Korea, to finally settle in Japan. A Japanese professor named Ikeda wrote a book about the Hata family
who arrived in Japan during the second century. He says that they were looking for a place where they
would have freedom of religion. He wrote, 'Although they were persecuted by Buddhists in both China
and Korea, they were granted full freedom in all but name from the time of their arrival [in Japan].'
“Of course, like any ancient story, there are different theories about how Christianity arrived in
Japan. Although many people tie the Hata family to Nestorian Christians from China, some scholars
feel that the Hata family arrived in Japan before there was a strong Christian church in China. That is
why some feel that the Hata family were early Jewish Christians who moved Eastward in the years
immediately following Jesus' return to heaven. It certainly is possible because you'll remember Paul
saying that in his lifetime the gospel had gone to all the then-known world. That would no doubt have
included Japan.
“If the Hata family were early Jewish Christians it would be logical to assume that some
Jewish-type rituals should be found in Shintoism (Japan's major religion) today. I have found some
web pages that show similar rituals between the Hebrew nation and the Shinto religion of today. If you
are interested, I'll give you the links at the end of our class.
“In case you find it a bit hard to believe that Japan was influenced by Christianity, I'd like to
take a quick diversionary trip for a few minutes. You'll remember that Chang'an in China was an

important center for early Christianity. But what you might not know is that near Chang'an there is an
ancient Christian church that dates from around AD 650, known as Da Qin. Other than being the oldest
standing Christian church, the real significance of the pagoda is found in its name. One of the meanings
for the name Da Qin can mean 'Of the West'. Martin Palmer (a British theologian who has a deep
interest in China) tells of speaking with a 115-year-old Buddhist nun who lived near this historic
church. She said, 'This was the greatest Christian monastery in China. We all know that!' Obviously the
important information linking ancient Chinese Christianity to this pagoda/church was known for many
centuries and had been passed down from parent to child.
“One further confirmation that this was a Christian temple comes from a Chinese book written
in 1563. In it the author lists Da Qin as a Christian church and correctly gives its location. For years Da
Qin was left in ruins and it began to resemble the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Fortunately, it has recently
been propped up and stabilized, as you can see in this picture:

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Da_Qin_Pagoda.jpg
“Now, to get back to our story about Japan, let me draw some link between Christianity in
China and that in Japan. Let's begin by refreshing your memory about the Japanese written characters.
They, like the Chinese characters, originally were pictographs that told a story. One interesting thing
that Ken Joseph mentions in his book is that the Chinese characters for Da Qin are identical to the
Japanese characters for the word Uzumasa.
“Uzumasa was the name used by the influential Hata Clan for their home district in what today
is the city of Kyoto. Professor Ikeda believes that the origin of the name Uzumasa was derived from the
Aramaic Yeshu Mesiach meaning Jesus Messiah.

“Uzumasa is not be the only word linking Japanese characters to a Christian idea. I have been
told that the Japanese picture-character for sacrifice shows the symbol of a lamb on an altar. The
Japanese must have had a knowledge of God to have that particular picture-symbol in their language.
“An article I recently read said that Hebrew words and phrases are found in some traditional
Japanese folk songs and stories. In one famous children's song Momotaro, the line “En Yalah Yah” is
taken directly from the Hebrew and means I praise God.”
“Maybe someone needs to write a book about the Japanese symbols like Dr. Nelson did using
the Chinese radical characters,” piped up Carrie, remembering their class the day before.
“That would be an interesting project, wouldn't it?” agreed Mr. Dell.
“The Japanese editor who spoke with Ken Joseph's father on the ship credited the Church of the
East with bringing a knowledge of medicine, freedom and democracy to his country. He believed that
Christianity made the islands of Japan a refuge of freedom for people fleeing persecutions in their own
countries. Japan's constitution, which was proclaimed in AD 604 by Prince Shotoku, enacted laws
which made for a peaceful and prosperous society. Its seventeen rules emphasized harmony between
citizens and also between ruler and subjects. By paying attention to moral development, by developing
a sympathetic attitude toward others, keeping ego and envy in check, and understanding personal
motives, the people were encouraged to participate in a harmonious society.
“Ken Joseph claims to have confirmed several historical artifacts which further prove that
Christianity was brought to Japan just a few hundred years after the time of the Apostles. For example,
this Nestorian cross was engraving on a beam of the original building of Horyu-ji temple in Nara
Prefecture.

search.japantimes.co.jp/ cgi-bin/fv20010724a2.html
“Parts of New Testament manuscripts dating from around AD 700 are among the treasures
found in another temple. Joseph says that a copy of the gospel of Matthew, written in old Chinese and
dating to the ninth century, was found inside the Koryuji Buddhist Temple in Kyoto. It has been
whispered for years in Japan that the Koryuji temple, also known as the Uzumasa-dera temple, was
once a Christian place of worship. Here is a picture of that famous temple:

http://media-cdn.tripadvisor.com/media/photo-s/01/60/ee/0d/caption.jpg

“This is a picture of one of Koryuji temple's prized treasures - the celebrated statue of Miroku
Bosatsu. Miroku is venerated as the Buddhist's Maitreya - their Messiah. While Christians wait for the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ, the Buddhists await the arrival of the Maitreya - “the Loving One who
is Returning”.

http://nippon-kichi.jp/kichiCnt/img/4206/4206_01_t.jpg
“Ken Joseph's research uncovered several hidden stories. One woman, born and raised in a
Kyoto temple, told Joseph that while a small child her grandfather showed her some of the temple's
“hidden treasures”. She recalled seeing various ancient artifacts engraved with crosses. She confided,

“It's all hush-hush, but many temples in Japan house such Christian treasures.”
“Isn't it interesting to think that Japan used to have a strong Christian influence?” Mr. Dell
asked as the students nodded their heads.
“It's hard for me to imagine countries like China and Japan knowing about Jesus,” Carrie
blurted out. “Buddhism, Shintoism and Hinduism are really different from Christianity. Why would
they have accepted those pagan religions after having seen the light of the gospel?”
“That's a good question,” replied Mr. Dell. “In our chapter today we will see how Satan tried to
absorb some of Biblical teachings into his pagan religions to make them easier for the common people
to accept. We all know that Satan mixes some truth with his errors and that makes his deceptions all the
more dangerous. Like the little ditty says, 'A spoonful of sugar...helps the medicine go down!'
“This is a picture of one of Japan's most famous sons – Kobo Daishi. We are going to read about
him today.

http://www.onmarkproductions.com/assets/images/autogen/a_kukai-pilgrim-clipart-eitikai_2.gif

“Ashley, please pass out a map to each student,” Mr. Dell requested as he closed his computer
and handed the maps to Ashley.
“And now, let's see if we can catch a glimpse of the Church of the East in Japan.”

http://www.teachersparadise.com/ency/en/media/2/29/japan_map.jpg

******************************************

Japan and Beyond
The Church of the East continued to march steadily through China as it made its way further to
the East. The ancient Japanese believed their country was the first to be awakened by the
sun's life-giving rays and christened it the “Land of the Rising Sun.” It was to the fabled land of
Japan that Christianity brought the life-changing story of the “Son of Righteousness”.
To truly understand Japan's civilization you must remember that for most of its existence it
stood in the shadow of the mighty Chinese empire. Japan imitated China's culture, her
architecture, holidays, recreation and her music. The Japanese even borrowed the religion of
their powerful neighbor to the West.
Japan's national religion is Shintoism, which means “the way of the gods.” Shinto is as old as
Japan. It teaches that there is a god in everything – from the towering mountains or trees to the
dish on your kitchen counter. Shintoism teaches that people are mostly good and that evil
comes from evil spirits. Most of Shinto's rituals are meant to keep away the evil spirits. The
people believe that their emperor is a direct descendant of the sun-goddess, Amaterasu. That
distinguished him as the most important figure in their culture.
Although Shinto is Japan's major religion, it coexists peacefully with Buddhism. To better
understand Shintoism it is important to understand the history of how Buddhism merged with
Japan's national religion. For that story we must look westward into ancient China
Buddhism was introduced into China in AD 67. We are told that the Chinese emperor, Ming Ti,
had a dream which had similarities to Nebuchadnezzar's dream. The emperor's dream
produced the same consternation as it did for the Persian ruler - although legend tells us that
unlike Nebuchadnezzar, Ming Ti remembered his night dream. The Chinese ruler watched as a
great golden image flew through the sky, then paused over the palace where he slept. As he

watched, the emperor saw the image stop and sway back and forth while the sun and the
moon illuminated the figure giving it a supernatural glow.
Like Nebuchadnezzar, the emperor called for one of his wisest ministers who interpreted the
dream to mean there would be a visit from Buddha, the god of India. Immediately Ming Ti
appointed eighteen men to travel to India and bring back information about the golden god,
Buddha. Some time later the Chinese representatives returned leading white horses laden with
writings and relics of the Buddhist religion. In honor of the new faith the emperor built a temple
which he called the White Horse - a name to honor the animals who brought Buddha's written
instructions from India.
Soon Buddhist monks arrived in China to teach the finer points of their religion. Their visits
continued for over seven hundred years and marked a distinct change in the spiritual direction
of China.
Many Chinese people, however, found Buddhism a cold and uninteresting religion. It wasn't
until Buddhism came under the influence of the Church of the East that it underwent a
remarkable change. Christianity, with its loving God and Redeemer, had great appeal for the
common people so Chinese Buddhism began to modify its beliefs. They invented a holy trinity
and taught that eternal life came through the substitute saviour, Amitabha. They also taught
that their redeemer would return to earth after he was translated to nirvana (Buddhist heaven).
As has already been mentioned, the Chinese influenced the Japanese in many areas of culture
and religion. It was through a Japanese visitor to China that Christianity was able to exert a
positive influence on Japan's national religion. Kobo Daishi (also known as Kukai) is one of the
best-loved figures in Japan’s history and honored as one of Japan’s greatest thinker. Because
of his brilliant mind Kobo Daishi was chosen by the emperor, in AD 804, to visit Chang'an, the
capital of China. His assignment was to find a way to harmonize China’s Buddhism and
Japan’s Shintoism.
While Kobo Daishi was in China he was introduced to the Church of the East. Near the
Buddhist convent where he lived in Chang'an was the Christian's training school built by the
Chinese emperor. It would be reasonable to assume that Kobo Daishi had numerous
opportunities to become acquainted with Christian beliefs from his neighbors.
His visit to China took place not long after the erection of the famous stone monument. Kobo
Daishi would no doubt have been curious about Christianity and would have visited the
monument to read the Biblical truths responsible for such wonderful changes in China.
Translators say that on the memorial stone were written the words, “This religion so perfect, so
excellent, is difficult to name, but it enlightens darkness by its brilliant precepts.” From reading
that “Speaking Stone” (as it was known), Kobo Daishi would have learned about the seventhday Sabbath, about Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross, and other doctrines which the
Church of the East held dear.
But Kobo Daishi had his emperor's assignment to fulfill. Studying with his priest-teachers, he
was impressed with the Buddhist teachings of Amitabha. The more he learned of this
“Christianized” Buddhism the more common ground Kobo Daishi found to be able to reconcile
Shintoism with Buddhism.
When Kobo Daishi returned to Japan he introduced a new religious order to the people which
he called Shingon. Shingon means “True Word.” It has evolved into the largest sect in Japan
today. One of Kobo Daishi's biggest religious achievements was to build a Buddhist monastery
on Mt. Koya where students studied how to promote peace and security in the nation of Japan.

Some scholars believe Christian ideas can be seen in several of the teachings that Kobo
Daishi introduced to his students. For instance, certain parts of the chado (the tea ceremony
Japan is famous for) appear to come from the communion service. Baptism is an important
ritual for those initiated into Shingon and Kobo Daishi taught a holy trinity, a messiah and that
the messiah would coming again.
In addition to religious teachings Kobo Daishi brought back to Japan many new ideas to
expand and improve Japanese culture, education, infrastructure and religion. He is credited
with teaching the people how to use coal for heating and how to construct dams, bridges and
roads. He introduced new methods of painting and sculpture which further enriched Japanese
arts and culture.
Kobo Daishi instituted another wide-ranging reform that had an important influence on
Japanese culture. When he returned to Japan he simplified the Japanese style of writing. That
made it easier to translate the best literature from other cultures. Reading “the classics” of
other civilizations allowed the Japanese people to became more knowledgeable about the
countries, cultures and religions around them.
The next 700 years show Japan becoming a strong, independent power in areas of
government, architecture, religion and literature. As their own culture strengthened, Japan
became further and further separated from China and developed their own strong national
identity.
Then in the mid 1500's Japan faced great changes. Jesuits arrived in Japan. They used many
of the same methods that had proven effective in India. As historian William E. Griffis put it,
“Whole districts were ordered to become Christians. The bronzes [Buddhist priests] were
exiled or killed, and fire and sword as well as preaching were employed as a means of
conversion” (quoted in Truth Triumphant 377). For a hundred years the patient Japanese
people put up with the destruction and turmoil caused by the Jesuits. Finally they unified to rid
their country of the foreigners. Signs were made which said, “Christians to the sea.” To ensure
outsiders wouldn’t disturb them, the Japanese banned all foreigners from entering their
country. For the next two hundred years Japan was effectively cut off from the outside world.
It wasn't until 1859 that Japan again opened her ports to foreign trading ships. Visitors were
surprised to see elements of Christianity at Kobo Daishi's monastery. It is said that even today
the monks of Mount Koya, the holy mountain of Japan, begin their early morning ceremonies
by making the sign of the cross. Researcher M.L. Young says that the Nishi Honganji Buddhist
Temple (founded by Kobo Daishi) has among their sacred objects a commentary of Matthew's
“Sermon on the Mount.” It is entitled “The Lord of the Universe's Discourse on Almsgiving.”
As an example of how the Church of the East influenced the beliefs of Kobo Daishi, we see the
doctrine of Christ's Second Coming counterfeited in Shingon. According to legend, Kobo Daishi
was buried alive in a meditative position where he waits for the return of his messiah. His
followers teach, “When he [Kobo Daishi] passed out of this life on Koya he did not die, for he
lies uncorrupted in his sepulcher, awaiting the coming of Maitreya, the Buddhist Messiah”
(Truth Triumphant 374).
Obviously Kobo Daishi was deeply impressed with the Church of the East. In his honor a
duplicate of the Nestorian Stone was erected at the old entrance to his mausoleum in 1911.
Some question why a Christian monument would be placed in a Buddhist monastery. Dr.
Wilkinson offers the following explanation: “The duplicate was set up to call to the mind of
Japan, and particularly to the Buddhist church, the source from which their brilliant leader drew
his inspiration” (Truth Triumphant 374).

As we see all the positive improvements that Kobo Daishi brought into Japanese culture it begs
the question: What would life be like in Japan today if Kobo Daishi had been truly converted
and joined the Church of the East?

*************************************************
Laying down his well-worn book, Mr. Dell projected a picture on the screen. “Here is a picture
of the replica Nestorian Stone located by Kobo Daishi's tomb. It is sobering to think of Christianity's
widespread influence for good. This chapter has highlighted some of the far-reaching effects of
Christianity not only on leaders and their religion, but also their laws. But we also see highlighted how
human nature is quite happy with a little bit of truth – as long as that truth doesn't try to change us too
much!

http://www.nestorian.org/copy_of_nestorian_stone.html
Emily raised her hand. “Mr. Dell, would you please give us the web pages you mentioned
earlier in class? I would like to check them out tonight.”
“You bet. They are: freerepublic.com/focus/fr/877114/posts kitombo.com/e/mikami/0618.html
“There is just one more chapter left to read.” Mr. Dell stood to dismiss the class. “Tomorrow we
will see where we fit in as heroes of the faith. See you at lunch time.”
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